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RELAY SELECTION GUIDELINES

Relays for Powerpoints have traditionally been a means of enhancing our chances of winning top club at a meet as well as demonstrating the excellence of our training and our camaraderie as a masters club.  We have typically selected teams for the state long course and short course, national and world meets on the basis of the fastest possible combination of Pointers who have entered a particular meet.  However, we also recognise that the strength of Powerpoints comes from nurturing talent within the club and acknowledging the support of loyal members. Accordingly, we may choose not to enter the fastest possible team for a particular event, and/or to enter B teams for any state or national meets if numbers allow.  The relay carnival is a meet with a focus on fun and inclusivity and teams are selected on a different basis from other meets.

Powerpoints will usually pay the cost of relays at world, national and state long and short course competitions (but the club may ask swimmers for a contribution to entry costs in certain circumstances). 
If a Pointer is selected for a relay team but has to withdraw from the competition, then he/she must inform the competition subcommittee as soon as possible.  
The selection criteria for the various teams are listed below:
      When selecting teams for state, national and world meets, selectors must have regard to the following:

1) Individuals' swim times as posted in the history section of the MSA portal.  For the Nationals and Worlds, times posted in the past three months will be given greater weighting than earlier performances.  For the State long course and short course meets, times within the previous year will be accepted.

2) If swimmers have not recorded times at official meets within three months of the Nationals, then the selectors may consider performances at informal events e.g. VPP Summer Smash or club time trials.   

3) Any second claim members, guest swimmers, or swimmer who has no official times (or club time trial times), will be selected at the discretion of the relay selectors.
4) Times from relay splits will be accepted from the first leg of a relay only.
5) If a swimmer is selected for a team, but considers he/she is not in top condition for whatever reason, e.g. injury, then he/she should alert the competition subcommittee as soon as possible
When selecting B teams for meets, preference should be given to:
1.  Pointers who have expressed a wish to swim relays but have not been chosen for another team at the same meet.

2.  Pointers who regularly compete for the club but who do not often qualify for an A team.

3.  Pointers who have not competed before.

4.  Pointers who are new to the club

The selection criteria for the state Relay Carnival are:
1.  If there is the possibility of a world or national record with a particular combination, then that team should get priority.

2.  Otherwise, the teams should be made up at the discretion of the Competition Subcommittee or the designated relay selector(s).
3.  However, if a group of four Pointers want to swim as a team, they may submit their suggested team to the competition subcommittee.

4.  All entrants to the state Relay Carnival should be given a reasonable number of swims (probably at least four) to reflect their support of the club by registering for the meet.

The selection criteria for relays at interclubs and distance meets:

There is rarely a wide choice of swimmers for these relay teams and while preference should be given to the team most likely to achieve success, willingness to participate is also an important factor.

All Pointers should commit to their relay teams with enthusiasm and with respect for their fellow team members.
Any complaints should be made in writing to the committee after the event, and not be directed at any individuals during the course of a meet.  

Members should note that our relay selection team spend time, energy and experience on selecting relay teams to represent our club, and we ask all members to be respectful of decisions made.
